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Emigration flowed very freely between the South African and
European Wars; and partly owing to the official guidance,
which Chamberlain had first made available for emigrants, a
much larger proportion went to the British Dominions. During
1891-1900 they had received only 28 per cent, of the total; but
during 1901-10 the proportion was just double, i.e. 56 per cent.
In the year 1911 it rose to 80 per cent., remaining very high
down to the War; while in the three years 1911-12-13 the
gross emigration totals reached record figures. Most of the
residue still went to the United States, but at the same time
American farmers were moving into Canada's prairie provinces
—over 120,000 Americans migrated to Canada in the year
ending March 1911. As a consequence of all these tendencies
the 1911 census showed far bigger Dominion increments than
ever before. Canada was up to 7-2 millions, Australia to 4-9,
New Zealand at last crossed the million mark, and the persons
of European descent in South Africa increased to i-ii millions.
A better distribution of the white population within the Empire
seemed at last on the way; and it was a peculiar misfortune
that the intervention of the European War cut short the process.
At about the time when Queen Victoria died, the growth of
the country's aggregate income—which in spite of cyclical trade
movements had been steadily increasing in proportion to popu-
lation, decade by decade, throughout her reign—came to some-
thing like a stop; and for the rest of the pre-war period 'barely
kept pace with the diminishing value of money*.1 Surveying
the period 1880-1913, Professor Bowley has calculated that the
national dividend increased more rapidly than the population,
so that average incomes in 1913 were quite one-third greater
than in 1880. But the increase was nearly all before 1900.
'Statisticians writing at or before the date of the beginning of the
Fiscal Controversy (1902) could reasonably dwell with a certain
satisfaction on the progress that had been made; and the slackening
in the years that followed was masked by rising prices and years of
good trade; but before the War it had become evident that the
progress of real wages was checked, and it appears now that this
check was not on wages alone.'2
Taking *reaT wages in 1880 as 100, he computes their average
for the five years 1896-1900 at 132; that for 1901-5 at 133; that
1 A. L. Bowley, The Change in the Distribution of the National Income, 1880-1913
(1920), 26.	a Ibid. 37.

